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CONPIDENTIAL SAIGON 14277 

POLLOWING MESSAGE SENT ACTION SAIGON INFO DAO SAIGON, USSAG 
NKP THAILAND FROM BIEN HOA AUGUST 6 BEING REPEATED POR YOUR INEO 

QUOTE BIEN HOA 363 
LIMIDS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS PINT MILI VS 

SUBJECT: MR 3 SITREP - 6 AUGUST 1973 

1 . WAR HEATED UP AGAIN IN MR 3 DURING 72 HOUR PERIOD ENDING 0800 
AUGUST 6. THERE WERE 76 CLASHES REPORTED BY MR 3 G-2: 19 CLASHES 
IN THE FIRST 24 HOUR PERIOD, 28 IN THE SECOND, AND 29 IN THE PINAL; 

66 WERE GROUND ATTACKS, 33 ATTACKS BY EIRE (ONE OVER 20 ROUNDS) 

ONE COMBINED ATTACK BY EIRE AND ON THE GROUND ATTACK, EIGHT SMALL 
ARMS HARASSMENTS, TWO ABDUCTIONS, ONE SAPPER INCIDENT, ONE RAIL 
INTERDICTION (4 KM NE TRANG BOM, BIEN HOA PROVINCE IN WHICH AN 
ENGINE WAS HEAVILY DAMAGED AND 80 METERS OP TRACK DESTROYED), 

ONE AIR STRIKE (IN SUPPORT OP THE 355TH RE BN IN PHUOC TUY PROVINCE 
7KM SW XUYEN MOC), AND 13 MINING/GRENADE INCIDENTS (TWO CIVILIAN). 
GVN LOSSES WERE 16 KILLED, 67 WOUNDED (13 CIVILIAN), AND LIVE 
MISSING. COMMUNIST LOSSES POR THE SAME PERIDO WERE 58 KIA (16 KBA), 
TWO CAPTURED, ANA A QUALITY OP EQUIPMENT LOST. INCIDENTS, 

POR THE PAST THREE DAYS, BY PROVINCE WERE BINH DUONG 21, PHUOC 
TUY 16, PHUOC LONG 9, SIX EACH IN LONG AN AND LONG KHANH, LIVE 
EACH IN BINH LONG AND HAU NGHIA, GIA DINH 4, BIEN HOA 3, AND 
ONE IN TAY NINH. LIVE VC/NVA RALLIED TO THE GVN DURING THE 
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THREE DAYS, THREE IN TAY NINH AND TWO IN HAU NGHIA. 
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2. AT MR 3 WEEKLY BRIEFING MORNING AUGUST 6, G-3 REPORTED THAT 

15 TRUCKS HAD ARRIVED SONG BE LATE AFTERNOON AUGUST 4 WITH SOME 
150 TONS OF RICE. MR 3 G-2 ETC BINH TOLD DAO/RLO THAT THE ORIGIN 
OF THIS CONVOY WAS BAN ME THUOT. WITH REGARD TO THE 100-TRUCK 
CONVOY WHICH WAS THOUGHT ON AUGUST 3 TO BE EN ROUTE FROM CAM RANH 
TO SONG BE, ETC BINH SAID IT IS STILL IN CAM RANH AWAITING TO GO 
SIGNAL FROM THE JGS IN SAIGON, WHILE MR 2 IS CLAIMING IT CANNOT 
PROVIDE SECURITY ALONG THE PLANNED CONVOY ROUTE. HOWEVER, MR 3 
CG LTG MINH TOLD CONGEN MORNING AUGUST 6 THAT THIS CONVOY WOULD 
ARRIVE SONG BE THIS AFTERNOON. 

3. MR 3 CG LTG MINH TOLD CONGEN MORNING AUGUST 6 OHAT SITUATION 
ALONG INTERPROVINCIAL ROUTE 1-A HAS QUITED DOWN SINCE LAST WEEK'S 
BATTEE WHICH OPENED 1-A BETWEEN PHU CUONG AND PHU GIAO, BUT HE 
INTENDS TO CONTINUE UNTIL PHU GIAO - DONG XOAI PROTION IS ALSO 
OPEN. 7TH REGIMENT OF 5TH DIVISION HAS NOW BECOME SPEARHEAD 

OF THIS PART OF OPERATION, REPLACING BATTERED 9TH. 

4. MR 3 WEEKLY BRIEFING MORNING AUGUST 6 CLAIMED 151 COMMUNIST 
"VIOLATIONS" IN WEEK ENDING 0800 SUNDAY, AUGUST 5, COMPARED WITH 
194 PREVIOUS WEEK. RVNAF LOST 36 KIA AND 121 WOUNDED COMPARED 
WITH 61 COMMUNISTS KIA, FIVE CAPTURED, AND EIGHT RALLIERS. 

5. AT PARTY EVENING AUGUST 3 IN SAIGON, ICCS INDODEL CHIEF 
AMBASSADOR DHARSONO ADMITTED TO CONGEN THAT ICCS HAD NOT 
ACCOMPLISHED MUCH IN ITS FIRST SIX MONTHS, BUT HE 

THOUGHT IT WOULD HAVE ACCOMPLISHED MORE IF CANADIANS HAD BEEN 
LESS AGRESSIVE. THEY WERE IN TOO MUCH OF A HURRY TO RUN TO THE 
NEWSPAPERS AND TO ASSESS BLAME. THEY HAD ARRIVED HERE NOT UNDER- 
STANDING ASIANS, AND SIX MONTHS LATER THEY HAD LEFT UNDERSTANDING 
THEM EVEN LESS. 

6. MINISTRY OF ECONOMY WEEKEND ANNOUNCEMENT OF INCREASES OF OF- 
FICIAL PRICES OF GASOLINE, KEROSENE, AND SUGAR, PROVIKED IMMEDIATE 
REGION- WIDE REACTION, WITH MANY GAS STATIONS CLOSING AND SUGAR 
DISAPPEARING FROM THE MARKETS. BY MORNING AUGUST 6 MARKET HAD 
SETTLED DOWN A BIT; IN MOST PROVINCES SOME GAS STATIONS ARE OPEN, 

BUT MOST OF THESE ARE SELLING ONLY SUPER GRADE GAS,. AT I-IOSVN 
OVER NEW OFFICIAL PRICE OF 105SVN PER LITER. BEST SITUATION IS 

IN LONG AN, WHERE STATIONS ARE OPEN AND REGUEAR IS SELLING AT 
86SVN AND SUPER AT 106$VN PER LITER, BOTH PRIVES ONLY ONE PIASTER 
OVER NEW OFFICIAL RATES, AND THIRD GRADE YELLOW SUGAR BEING 
SOLD AT 350SVN PER KILO, NEW OFFICIAL PRICE. PHUOC TUY PROVINCE 
IS WORST OFF; ALL GAS TATIONS STILL CLOSED AND NO SUGAR IS 
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AVAILABLE FOR SALE ON MARKET. SITUATION IS GIA DINH NOT YET 
CLEAR, AND SITUATION IN PHUOC LONG IS OF COURSE SPECIAL, BUT 
OTHER PROVINCES FALL SOMEWHERE IN BETWEEN FONG AN AND PHUOC 
TUY. ALTHOUGH ITS OFFICIAL PRICE HAS NOT CHANGED, RICE HAS 
REPORTEDLY INCREASED 1200-2000$VN PER 100 KILO BAG. 

WALKINSHAW 

UNQUOTE 

MARTIN 
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